
OFFICE OF 
STATE OF MINNESOTA bSPPELL/STE CoURTS 

IN SUPREME COURT 
co-95-1475 

JUL 28 1995 

E 
ORDER ESTABLISHING ADVISORY 
TASK FORCE ON THE GUARDIAN 
AD LITEM SYSTEM 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Laws 1995 Chapter 226, Article 6. Section 16 directs the State 
Court Administrator to implement the 1995 report of the legislative auditor on guardians ad 
litem; 

WHEREAS, the State Court Administrator has requested the appointment of an 
advisory committee to assist in the development of rules and guidelines; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that: 

1. The Minnesota Supreme Court Advisory Committee on the Guardian Ad Litem System 
be, and hereby is, established to develop rules and guidelines to deal with the following: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

guardian ad litem selection, training, evaluation and removal; 

distinguishing the roles of guardians ad litem and custody investigators; 

developing procedures for guardians ad litem to work with parents who have an 
order for protection; 

requiring judges to write more detailed appointment orders defining their 
expectations of the guardian ad litem role; 

ascertaining and communicating to the court the wishes of the child regarding 
matters before the court; 

developing standards for conduct between the guardian ad litem and the child, 
specifying lvhen limited or no contact with the child may be appropriate; 

developing a procedure for bringing complaints against a guardian ad litem; 

specifying selection criteria, responsibilities and necessary training for a guardian 
ad litem program coordinator; 

educating parents, judges, attorneys and other professionals about the purpose 
and role of guardians ad litem; and 

such other areas of the guardian ad litem system as deemed appropriate by the 

1 
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1) advisory committee. 

2. The following persons be, and hereby are appointed as members of the Minnesota 
Supreme Court Advisory Committee on the Guardian Ad Litem System: 

Betty Genrich Anderson 
8544 S. Union Lk. Dr. SE 
Alexandria, MN 56308 

Honorable Stephen J. Askew 
Tenth Judicial District Court Judge 
Anoka County Courthouse 
325 East Main Street 
Anoka, MN 55303 

Candace Barr 
Dresselhuis, Niemi & Barr 
1100 National City Bank Bldg. 
5 10 Marquette Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55402- 1107 

Honorable Timothy J. Baland 
Seventh Judicial District Court Judge 
Route 4, Box 116 
Long Prairie, MN 56347 

Honorable Arthur J. Boylan 
Eighth Judicial District Court Judge 
Kandiyohi Cthse. - P.O. Box 1337 
505 Becker Avenue S.W. 
Willmar, MN 56201 

Honorable Tanya ,M. Bransford 
Fourth Judicial District Court Judge 
12-C Government Center 
300 S. Sixth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55487 

Karim El-Ghazzaway 
701 Fourth Avenue S., Suite 500 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

Patricia Gimbel 
P.O. Box 1075 
Brainerd, MN 56401 

Peggy Flaig Hellier 
Assistant Scott County Attorney 
Courthouse 206 
428 Holmes Street South 
Shakopee, MN 55379-1380 

Steve Hirsh 
912 Park Avenue NW 
Bemidji, MN 56601 

Jean Holloway 
Dorsey & Whitney 
Pillsbury Center South 
220 South Sixth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

Nancy Jones 
Hennepin County Attorney’s Office 
Juvenile Protection 
525 Portland Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

Bruce Kennedy 
2151 Hamline Avenue 
Roseville, MN 55113 

Carol Leopold 
Kandiyohi County 
P.O. Box 1337 
Willmar, MN 56201 

Jan Lindstrom 
1450 Energy Park Dr., Suite 106 
St. Paul, MN 55 108 

Janet Mahle 
Coordinator, Olmsted County 
Guardian ad Litem Program 
Government Center, 6th fl. 
151 4th Street SE 
Rochester, MN 55904-3712 



Hugh McLeod III 
1130 Pleasant Circle 
Arden Hills, MN 55 112 

Honorable J. Thomas Mott 
Second Judicial District Court Judge 
1439 Ramsey County Courthouse 
15 West Kellogg Boulevard 
St. Paul, MN 55 102 

Karen Nasby 
Hennepin County Public Defender’s Office 
1200 Nicollet Mall, #706 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Jo Prouty 
Ramsey County Guardian Ad Litem 
Program 
Juvenile Service Center 
480 St. Peter Street 
St. Paul, MN 55102-1173 

Sigrid Ruhland 
Law Offices of McGuire & Wamemunde 
400 First Street South 
P.O. Box 22 
Montgomery, MN 56069 

Charlotte Sitzer 
1272 Eleanor Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55 116 

Matthea Smith 
1619 Dayton Avenue, #303 
St. Paul, MN 55 104 

Marie Sunlitus 
Court Administrator 
Washington Cty. Govt. Center 
14900 61st St. N., P.O. Box 6 
Stillwater, MN 55082-3802 

Honorable Stephen D. Swanson 
Fourth Judicial District Court Judge 
12-C Government Center 
300 South Sixth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55487 

Mark Vierling 
Eckberg, Lammers. Briggs, Wolff & 
Vierling 
1835 Northwestern Avenue 
Stillwater, MN 55082 

Honorable Steven Wheeler 
Workers Compensation Court of Appeals 
412 MN Judicial Center 
25 Constitution Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

3. The Honorable Stephen D. Swanson be, and hereby is designated as chairperson and 
shall convene the first meeting of the committee. 

4 The Minnesota Supreme Court Advisory Committee on the Guardian Ad Litem System 
shall submit a written report to this Court by January 15, 1996. 

DATED: ~~j ;ZG, ~~~ ~- BY THE COURT: 

A. M. Keith 
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